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Filed: February 12, 2001 Confirmation No.: 9491 
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METHOD AND APPARATUS 



Commissioner of Patents 

and Trademarks July 23, 2002 

Washington, D.C. 20231 

THIRD INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Sir: 

Pursuant to applicant's obligations under 37 CFR §§1.56, 1.97, 1.98, 
applicant is pleased to disclose the information in the references identified on 
the enclosed PTO 1449 form. A copy of each of the identified references 
are also enclosed. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed before the mailing 
date of a first Office Action on the merits in this application. Thus, it is 
respectfully submitted that the information in this Statement must, under 37 
CFR §1. 97(b)(1), be considered and on a no fee basis. 

The enclosed references were cited by the European Patent Office in 
connection with its examination of a corresponding application, and a copy 
of the European Search Report in that regard is also enclosed. 

It is respectfully submitted that each of the claims in this application is 
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patentable over the enclosed reference, individually or in any proper 
combination with any of the other references already of record in this 
application. 

Respectfully submitted. 



Thomas A. Meehan 
Reg. No. 19,713 



Emch, Schaffer, Schaub & 
Porcello Co., L.P.A. 
One SeaGate, Suite 1 980 

P.O. Box 916 AUG 0 o 

Toledo, OH 43697-0916 4 2002 

(419) 243-1294 fQ 1 ? nn 

Attorney Docket: 17472 USA/01 106 * ' UU 

TAM/kah 

Certificate under 37 CFR § 1.8(a) 
I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United 
States Postal Service as first class mail in an envelope addressed to Assistant Commissioner 
for Patents, Washington D.C. on ^ <a( i>| lA^OQ t. 

Date: 

V Thomas A. Meehan, Reg. No. Id713 
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